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MASSES 
Saturday Anticipated 4:00 PM 
Sunday 7:30 a.m. 
 9:30 a.m. 
 11:15 a.m. 
(Extraordinary Form)   5:00 PM 
Monday  Friday 12:05 PM 
 

NOVENA 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday 

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Friday 11:00Noon;  Saturday 3:00 pm 
30 minutes before all  other Masses. 
Or call office for appointment. 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
A PreBaptism class must be 
attended before the celebration of 
Baptism. These classes are held the 
4th Tuesday of January, March, 
May, July, September and 
November. Arrangements for 
celebration of Baptism may be made 
by calling the parish office after 

having attended the Baptism Class. 
SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE  
Arrangements should be made at   
least six (6) months before the 
wedding date by calling the parish 
office. An appointment must be 
made for a premarriage interview. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION OF ADULTS. 
An ongoing process of formation 
and education is provided for 

anyone who is interested in 
inquiring into the Roman Catholic 
faith. The RCIA process is 
available throughout the year to 
those who are seeking initiation 
into the church as well as for those 
nonCatholics seeking more 
information about the Roman 
Catholic church. Information 
concerning participation in the 
RCIA process may be obtained 
through the parish office.  



 

 

                 December 2, 2018   
either  transform society by witnessing to it or risk being 
absorbed by society through acquiescence.  We in the 
Church either act as a pro-active force for good or retreat 
into irrelevance.  For these reasons, this decree seeks to 
implement in our diocese a program of prayer and wor-
ship that moves us more closely to being who we are as 
Catholics.  In this way, God might more easily work 
through us to give good example to our neighbors and  
build  up the kingdom of God.  Of one thing I am certain: 
We cannot continue to live as passive bystanders.  A 
change is necessary, and it begins with the way we wor-
ship and pray.  It is a humble step, but I think a positive 
one.   
 
   Much of what I propose in the  decree involves parish 
life and our daily lives as Catholics.  In the case of the 
Prayer to St. Michael the Archangel, originating with Pope 
Leo XIII in 1886, and Eucharistic processions, we are 
reaching into the rich treasure of Catholic prayer and 
practice.  With the  Ember Days, we are touching upon a 
tradition that was sustained within the liturgical reform of 
the Second Vatican Council  (cf. General Norms for the 
Liturgical Year and the Calendar, March 21, 1969, #j45).  
These proposals lay the groundwork for changes in the 
life of our parishes that, I pray, will be beneficial for a 
deepening of Catholic life.  This is a beginning; more will 
follow, and we shall see where the Grace of God leads 
us. 
 
   The Devil and the forces of evil, which this iniquitous 
spirit unleashes, are not resisted with a “business-as-
usual” attitude, nor has what some would call a “Catholic-
lite” approach  ever proved effective in facing challenges 
to the Church and the  Gospel.  When the disciples of our 
Lord complained that their attempt at combating a demon  
was ineffective, they asked, “Why could we not drive it 
out?” (Matthew 17:19, Mark 9:28).  To which our Lord an-
swered, “But this kind does not come out except by 
prayer and fasting” (cf. Matthew 17:21, Mark 9:29). 
 
   May our Blessed Mother intercede for us.  May God 
bless our labors, increase our faith, and strengthen our 
resolve.  May we patiently, hopefully, and confidently rise 
to face this moment of crisis. 
 
   With my prayers and blessings, I extend also my grati-
tude for your support, as I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in our Lord, 
s/ G.J. Provost 
†Glen John Provost 
Bishop of Lake Charles 
  
                       

 
 
 

Decree attachment found on next page…………. 

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception 
                     LETTER FROM THE BISHOP 
 
December 2, 2018 
First Sunday of Advent 
 
My dear People of God, 
 
   In Southwest Louisiana we are not strangers to danger-
ous situations.  We  have faced hurricanes and the catas-
trophes they bring with perseverance and courage.  
Should we not face accompanying challenges in the 
Church with the same determination?  With God’s help 
we certainly can. 
    
     I think of this when we meet internal and external 
threats to the Church.  From within there is evidence of 
infidelity to Church teaching, gross immorality, and viola-
tions of trust on a scale that defies comprehension.  This 
is particularly disconcerting for those of us who grew up in 
an environment in the Church that, while experiencing 
challenges, strived to maintain standards and unity.  Of 
course, the Church remains the Body of Christ.  Its teach-
ings, which come from our Lord Himself, have not 
changed.  They still point the way to heaven for us.  The 
Church is still both a human and Divine institution which 
possesses a coherent philosophical, theological, spiritual, 
and cultural foundation that lifts humanity toward God and 
away from self-destruction.  When individuals in the 
Church forget or ignore this, they are laying the ground-
work for great harm. 
 
   From outside, we have forces that seek to discredit the 
credibility of the Church, if not destroy it.  Let us be hon-
est.  The Church’s teachings are not in sync with many 
prevailing notions in fundamental areas like life, death, 
and marriage.  Many have succeeded in marginalizing the 
Church in society.  In certain instances some within the 
Church have even helped accomplish this goal. 
 
   And the world that the Church faces and to whom it 
seeks to preach the Gospel is shaken by its own formida-
ble challenges.  Technological advances, changes in 
communications, political upheaval, and forceful ideolo-
gies rise up to bring us invasion of privacy, terrorism, po-
litical unrest, uncivil discourse, and confusion.  All things 
considered, we could easily become disillusioned, but this 
is not God’s way. 
 
   I think of the night that began our Lord’s Passion.  Just 
before He entered the Garden of Olives, when all circum-
stances pointed to an ominous conclusion, He said,  “In 
the world you will have trouble, but take courage, I have 
conquered the world” (John 16:33).  This is Christ’s mes-
sage to us in the midst of scandals and confusion. 
 
   With this in mind and following months of prayer and 
reflection as your bishop, I have decided to issue the de-
cree attached to this letter.  The Church did not help con-
struct the civilization of the last two thousand years by 
ignoring our behavior within society.  We in the Church  
            



 

 

╬First Sunday of Advent╬  

Whereas the Second Vatican Council affirms, “Christ en-
tered this world to give witness to the truth,” and “to carry 
out such a task, the Church has always had the duty of 
scrutinizing the signs of the times and of interpreting them 
in the light of  the Gospel” (Gaudium et spes, 3 and 4); 
 
Whereas, in  the present moment, the Catholic faithful 
and their shepherds, the Bishops, are keenly aware that 
the Church must be fortified by grace to live its mission of 
proclaiming  the truth of the  Gospel; 
 
Whereas it falls to the diocesan Bishop to give suitable  
guidance in such times and, when necessary to draw 
from the rich spiritual patrimony of the Church to equip 
those entrusted to his care with the spiritual tools neces-
sary to meet the needs of their time; 
 

Glen John Provost 
Bishop of Lake Charles 

 
DECREES 

1. That the Prayer of St. Michael the Archangel be re-
cited following every Mass; 

2. That every parish church conduct one hour of Eucha-
ristic Adoration each week, excluding the week of 40 
Hours Devotion assigned to the parish; 

3. That in addition to the intention for vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life in the Diocese, 40 Hours 
Devotion include prayers in reparation for sins con-
trary to the Sixth Commandment, the healing of all 
victims of sexual abuse, and the conversion of sin-
ners; 

4. That, in order to foster a further devotion and love for 
the Most Holy Eucharist, each parish once a year 
conduct a Eucharistic procession on an appropriate 
day, such as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Con-
ception, the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and 
Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi), the Solemnity of 
Christ the King, the patronal feast day of the parish, 
the feast day of St. Peter Claver, the Solemnity of the 
Assumption of Our Lady (the Patroness of Acadiana); 

5. That the faithful follow the universal law of the Church 
that all Fridays of the year are days of abstinence 
from meat; although, on Fridays outside of Lent, one 
may choose another suitable penance; 

That Catholics are urged to observe the time honored 
tradition of Ember Days as days of prayer and fasting; 
Ember Days are the Wednesday, Friday and Saturday 
following the First Sunday of Lent, Pentecost Sunday, 
September 14 (the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross) and December 13 (the Memorial of St. Lucy); 
 
 Given at the Chancery of Lake Charles, Louisiana, on the 
First Sunday of Advent in the year of   our Lord 2018 and 
effective 1 January 2019. 
 
s/G.J. Provost                                    s/George Stearns 
†Glen John Provost         George Stearns 
Bishop of Lake Charles                      Chancellor 

 

                                   THIS WEEK 
December 3 …Come Lord Jesus (men), 6:00 AM, Library 
         Come Lord Jesus (women), 9:30 AM, Library 
                       EF Choir practice—6:00 PM 
December 5 …Cathedral Choir practice—6:00 PM 
December 6 …Holy Hour of Reparation—11:00 PM, Ave  
     Maria Hall 
December 7 …G.N.A.T.S. meet—9:30 AM—Library 
December 9...Confirmation meeting, 8:30 AM 

                        
 
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, A HOLY   
 DAY OF OBLIGATION, DECEMBER 8, 2018. 
                                  Mass Schedule 
 
       Friday, December 7…….5:30 P.M. (Vigil Mass) 
      Saturday, December 8….8:00 A.M. (Extraordinary 
                                                                     Form) 
                                             10:00 A.M. (Celebrant— 
                                                                Bishop Provost) 
 
Following the 10:00 A.M. Mass, all Parishioners are in-
vited to the Ave Maria Hall for the unveiling of our Sesqui-
centennial  Theme, Logo and Calendar.  Parishioners will 
also have a preview of the proposed interior restoration of 
the Cathedral.         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Once again the flowers that will adorn our Altar and 
Worship Space this Christmas Season will be do-
nated in memory of our loved ones who have died.  
If you would like to make a donation toward the 
flowers in memory of your loved  one/ones, please 
place it in the envelope provided with your packet or 
in a plain envelope marked “Flowers”; don’t for-
get to include the name or names of those you 
are remembering.  The names will be listed in the 
bulletin insert Christmas Week. 

            

HOLY MASS AND ADORATION FOR HEALING 
December 5, 2018 

Ave Maria Hall 
 

5:30 PM—Rosary and Confession 
6:00 PM—The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

7:00 PM—Eucharistic Exposition with  
Prayers for Healing 

Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

“By His Wounds we are healed.” - Isaiah 53:5 



 

 

SATURDAY, December 1…(4:00)—Msgr. 
Wayne Richard;  Billy Brown; Elvis Trahan; 
Mr. & Mrs. Floyd Vincent, Sr.; Floyd Vincent, 
Jr.; Vida Pumpelly; Willadene Rawley;  
Hidalgo, Fazzio Families (Living & De- 

          ceased). 
 
SUNDAY, December 2…(7:30)—”Pro Populo” (For the 
                          People) 
 (9:30)— Tony Pecorino; Concetta & Curtis 
 Cardone, Sr; Curtis Cardone, Jr; Remy “Danny” 
 Miller II, Marianne Richard; Drs. James & Barbara 
 Fontenot; Dena Nodier; B. J. Fazzio; Connie 
 Moody. 
 (11:15)—Eva Gabilondo  
 (5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Tarry Franck. 
 
MONDAY, December 3… (12:05)— Yvonne Pharr. 
              (5:30 PM, Extraordinary Form)—Joy Gaspard  
     (living) 
TUESDAY, December 4…(12:05)—Diane McMahon Dabria 
 
WEDNESDAY, December 5….(12:05)—Bevo Rome, Jr. 
 
THURSDAY,  December 6…(12:05)—Lee & Mabel Trahan. 
  
FRIDAY,  December 7…(12:05)—-Marjorie & Claude Conner 
                                         ( 5:30 Vigil)—-Father Howard  
                                                                    Coleman. 
SATURDAY, December 8…8:00 A.M., (Extraordinary Form) 
   —”Pro Populo” (For the People) 
 (10:00, Bishop Provost, Celebrant))—-Dr. John   
            Foret. 
 (4:00 P.M.)—-Fred & Lauretta Fluitt; Tressie Kinney; 
 Gladys & Delma Devillier; Marjorie & Claude  
 Conner;  Patricia Ann “Cookie” Fournerat 
SUNDAY,  December 9…(7:30)—-”Pro Populo” (For the 
                           People) 
 (9:30)—-Vivian Langley; John Fjoret; Mary Sue 
 Thompson; Albert “Rabbit” Manuel, Edna, Sidney 
 & J.H. Broussard; Bennie Louis Buller; Dora Jean 
 “Dori” Scalisi Rogers; Xavier Perez. 
 (11:15)—-Ansel “Lee” Trahan 
 (5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Paul Buller & 
     Family (living) 
  ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
ALTAR SOCIETY will have a meeting on Monday, De-
cember 17, 2018, at 10:00 A.M. in the Chancery at 411 
Iris Street.  The Christmas cards for our home-bound 
will be prepared during the meeting. 
                        ■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■ 
 
SECOND COLLECTION,  December 8th & 9th—-
Retired Religious Fund.  This is a quota collection; 
our quota is $4,864.00. 
 
 

The Offertory collection for the weekend of 
November 17 & 18…$11,686.00 
November 24-25….. $  8,146.00 
 
 

Remember: You may also make your contributions 
online by using a credit/bank card by visiting  
immaculateconceptioncathedral.com        
 



 

 

      
     READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

December 3—9,  2018 
 

                                                               

The Diocese of Lake Charles is offering an Advent Re-
flection for Women.  When: December 6, 13 and 20 
from 8:20 AM—9:20 AM. Where: Chancery (414 Iris 
Street) It is free to attend!  Please RSVP to the Office of 
Religious Education by emailing one of the following:  
marirose.rudek@lcdiocese.org or  
marlie.mudd@lcdiocese.org 

Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17;  
 Lk 10:21-24 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27
 -31 
Saturday: Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4;  
 Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11;  
 Lk 3:1-6 
 

Pray for Our Friends Who Are Ill 
 

Rosa Adams; Jeffrey Allain; Sam Ange, 
Jr.; Owen Arceneau; Jenna, Aden, 
Grace, David Babcock; Gloria Bennett; 
Charles Benoit; June Benoit;  Linda 

Bimle;  Donald Blanchard; Chandra Broussard; Dean 
Broussard; Kylan Broussard; Stephen Broussard; Wal-
dean Broussard; Jerry Cain;  Emily Carleton;  Cory Casa-
ban; Teresa Chapoy;  Denise Collette;  Betty Daigle; 
Wade Davis;  Claudia Dyle; Charles Elter; Dee Elter;  Bill 
Ferguson; Lamont Francisco; Ty Griffen; Diane Hagerty; 
Michelle Hart; Stephanie Hinton;  Brenda Hoback; Anne 
Hoyer; Bo Huddle; Jessica Hulin; Mary Jeffers; Gary 
Johnson; Darrel Jones; Hattie Kadlubar; Janet LaBiche; 
Cheryl Lecompte; Helen Lecompte;  Sarah LeCompte; 
James Leger;   Michael Lee;  Della Lemaire;  Marie Lupo; 
Melanie Lupo; Elizabeth Louviere; Barbara McCombs; 
Julie Moon; Betty Mueller;    Kenneth Newman;  Larry 
Parker; Sue Parker; Rory Partin; Ben Perry; Clifford Ra-
leigh;  William P. Richard; Mari Rieth; Marian Rome; Mi-
chael  & Marie Scimemi; Cammie Shaddock;  Jaxson 
Spikes; Chris Stemmann; Darrell Sullivan; Theresa 
Theriot; Warren Thomas; Monica Thomason;  Betty 
Trahan; Deacon Glenn Viau; Charles Viccellio; Gay 
Young;  Martha Young 
 
If you would like to add or remove a name, please call 
the church office at 436-7251.  Please let us know if a 

person has recovered or is deceased.   
 

For...I was sick and you visited me…” 
Matthew 25:36  


