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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
MASSES
11:00-Noon; Saturday 3:00 pm
Saturday Anticipated 4:00 p.m. Friday
30 minutes before all other Masses.
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Or call office for appointment.
9:30 a.m. SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
11:15 a.m. A Pre-Baptism class must be
(Extraordinary Form) 5:00 p.m. attended before the celebration of
Baptism. These classes are held the
Monday - Friday
12:05 p.m. 4th Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September and
NOVENA
November. Arrangements for
celebration of Baptism may be made
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday by calling the parish office after

having attended the Baptism Class.
SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Arrangements should be made at
least six (6) months before the
wedding date by calling the parish
office. An appointment must be
made for a pre-marriage interview.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS.
An on-going process of formation
and education is provided for

anyone who is interested in
inquiring into the Roman Catholic
faith. The RCIA process is
available throughout the year to
those who are seeking initiation
into the church as well as for those
non-Catholics seeking more
information about the Roman
Catholic church. Information
concerning participation in the
RCIA process may be obtained
through the parish office.

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Devotion to Saint Joseph
Devotion to St. Joseph is among the
most powerful of all the devotions, if
for no other reason than he is called “St. Joseph most
powerful.” Like Our Lady, in that Christ who, in fulfilling
the fourth commandment, will deny her nothing, so also
with St. Joseph, but to a lesser degree, He will deny him
nothing. And what this means is that St. Joseph is clearly
aware that he is not a greater mediator with God than Our
Lady is, but he also knows that, should a person fulfill the
requirements of a holy intention, that if he, Joseph, go to
Christ, Christ will deny him nothing. This devotion, therefore, is very powerful because if we cultivate a strong devotion to St. Joseph, and if we become dear to him because of that, then he will often grant to us things which
other people may not receive.
This is a powerful devotion for fathers. It teaches a man
how to be a man. The strong and yet silent St. Joseph
always acted properly and with prudence. Devotion to St.
Joseph increases the virtues in a man. He becomes
more chaste, and prudent, and faithful, and patient, just
as St. Joseph is called the most chaste, the most prudent,
faithful and patient. It is a good devotion to obtain all of
the virtues, particularly in relation to being a man - things
like fortitude and courage, which we see St. Joseph manifesting when he would flee at the proper times. Knowing
the proper discretion in following the angel, he did what
he was told. When he returned to Nazareth, he had actually done so at the command of the angel, not fearing the
fact that his life, the life of Our Lady, and the life of the
Child could be taken, but rather he did so because he
knew that it was the right thing to do, and he did it.
It is a powerful intercession for fathers to beg St. Joseph
to supply the needs of his own family. Saint Joseph was
the head of the family. So he recognizes the actual need
people have to fulfill the temporal and spiritual requirements of life. And so, if a father fosters a devotion to St.
Joseph, St. Joseph will help him fulfill those needs. He
will help him fulfill the need, for instance, of getting a job,
if he’s looking for a job. Or if he finds that his job doesn’t
fulfill the financial requirements of his family, he can pray
to St. Joseph to help him find a better job. He can also
pray to St. Joseph so that in the execution of his daily duties in relation to his work that all goes well. This is why
we call St. Joseph the model of artisans. He can also
pray to St. Joseph for the sake of his wife and children,
for St. Joseph is called the “terror of demons.” If a husband prays to St. Joseph and has a strong devotion to
him, St. Joseph will protect his family against the demonic.
It is also good, for instance, when we are looking to sell a
home or to buy a home. Now, there is a certain superstitious practice which has arisen as of late, in which people
will buy a statue of St. Joseph, have it blessed, and then
bury it upside down, superstitiously thinking that somehow or another that that will affect the selling of their
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house. It seems a bit demonic that you would take a
blessed statue of St. Joseph and bury it upside
down. We’re not talking about burying a miraculous
medal, which by its nature affects certain things. In fact,
instead of burying the statue of St. Joseph, they should
have the miraculous medal placed in the property they
would want to acquire, but to place the statue upside
down seems a bit strange to say the least. Now, it doesn’t mean that when you need to sell your home that you
shouldn’t go out and purchase a statue of St. Joseph and
put it in a place of prominence and pray a novena to him,
so that he will help you sell your home, but to bury his
statue upside down is a superstitious practice.
Devotion to St. Joseph is also very important for women.
Saint Joseph is the chaste Guardian of the Virgin. For
those who are unmarried, they should foster devotion to
St. Joseph, so that he would protect them, and protect
their honor. After all, he’s also, not only the Guardian of
the Virgin, he is also called the “Guardian of virgins.” Unmarried women should pray to St. Joseph for the person
they’re dating, so that he would have the fortitude and the
chastity to protect her honor. It is quite sad that one of
the principal manifestations of a maritable man, that is,
someone who is capable of being married, is self discipline in relationship to chastity, as well as a willingness to
go into battle to protect the woman that he loves, and yet,
many guys aren’t looking to protect the honor of their possible future spouse; instead, they’re looking to denigrate
her honor by committing acts of unchastity with her. So,
she should pray that she will find a chaste man, that is, a
man who is self disciplined and self-controlled. They
should also pray just to simply find a good spouse period.
Saint Joseph was the Spouse of the Mother of God. Married women should pray to St. Joseph to help their husbands to be a man, to be a good father, to be a good provider.
There are different ways of increasing this devotion.
There are the standard ones which we can use in increasing any devotion to any Saint. For example, obtain a picture or statue of St. Joseph, and put it in a place of prominence in our home. We can pray to him frequently and
ask for his intercession with faith, that is, knowing that he
could provide these things if our devotion is sufficient.
We can light votive candles in front of his statue and ask
him to pray for us. We can entrust ourselves to his care
like the Blessed Virgin Mary did. We can pray the Litany
of St. Joseph and the prayers that are offered in his
honor. And for priests, we can offer votive Masses of
Saint Joseph which will actually benefit the faithful because of the graces that St. Joseph is able to bestow.
Saint Joseph is also the patron saint of a happy death.
We should pray to St. Joseph for the grace of final perseverance and a happy death.
Again, this is a most powerful devotion because St. Joseph is a most powerful intercessor.
St. Joseph, pray for us!

╬ Fourth Sunday of Lent╬
THANK YOU!!
On behalf of Father Rommel and the Cathedral Parish we
thank the following for their services:
 Everyone who helped with the St. Joseph Altar, especially Ellie Bercier and Cheryl Matz who organized it.
 Andrea Prejean for the Fatima Centennial poster located in our church.
 The clean-up crew headed by Karen and Mike Fills
for cleaning the Cathedral last Saturday.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS!
Morning of Reflection….The Altar Society will host a
Morning of Reflection on Tuesday, April 4th at 10:00 AM
in the Ave Maria Hall. Sr. Jeannette Touchet will be our
guest speaker. We will attend the 12:05 Mass and then
conclude with a light lunch. Cost is $10. Please call the
office at 436-7251 to register by Friday, March 31st.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Prepare Your Pantries! The Altar Society’s Palm
Sunday Bake Sale will be held April 8th and 9th. If you
can bake, cook or mix-up something delicious, we can
sell it to a good home!! We will accept your creations at
the Ave Maria Hall Kitchen door on Saturday, April 8th,
from 2:00 to 4:00 P.M. We also hope that you will shop
our sale since your donations help us in the care and
adornment of our Cathedral’s Altar. If you are a member
who can work during the sale, please call the office at 436
-7251 to let us know how and when you are able to help.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
CATHOLIC DAUGHTER NEWS
Donations for Adults with Autism Homes..
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Court Lady of the
Lake #695, is asking parishioners of the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception to donate paper products (most
needed items are paper towels, toilet paper and flushable
wipes, but will accept paper plates, cups, Kleenex and
napkins) at each Mass the weekend of April 22nd and
23rd. These items will help the four homes for Adults with
Autism located in Lake Charles, which are the only homes
that are specifically for Adults with Autism in the State of
Louisiana. Please bring items to the Immaculate Conception Cathedral Day Chapel before Mass. You can also
drop items off at the Church office during office hours.
Geri Landry, President of Autism Services of SW LA will
distribute these items among the four homes.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Once again the flowers that will adorn our Altar
and Worship Space will be donated in memory
of our loved ones who have died. If you would
like to make a donation toward the flowers in
memory of your loved one/ones, please place
it in the envelope provided with your packet or in a plain
envelope marked “Flowers”; don’t forget to include the
name or names of those you are remembering. The
names will be listed in the bulletin insert Easter Week.

THIS WEEK
March 26…. High Youth Group meets-6:00-8:00 PM,
Ave Maria Hall
March 27…..Catholic Daughters meet, 6:00 PM, A/M Hall
March 28….Come Lord Jesus (men)—6:00 A.M.—Ave
Maria Hall
March 28…..Baptism Class, 6:00 PM, Day Chapel.
March 29….Come Lord Jesus (women), 10:00 A.M.Cathedral Library
March 29...Choir practice—6:00 P.M.
March 29…RCIA Inquiry—6 :00 P.M.—Day Chapel
March 30...Faith Formation #8, 6:00 P.M., A.M. Hall
March 30…RCIA Catechumenate—6:00 P.M.—
Day Chapel
March 31…G.N.A.T.S. meets, 9:30 A.M.—Library
March 31...Stations of the Cross, 11:30 A.M.
March 31...Adoration and Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament...12:30—5:30 P.M.
March 31...Stations of the Cross, 5:30 P.M.
April 01…..Catholic Daughters Quarterly Communion—
4:00 P.M. Mass.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Albert Daniel Bourgeois III (“Flynn”),
son of Michelle Bourgeois
was welcomed into the Family of Christ
through the Waters of Baptism
on Sunday, March 19, 2017
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Our Cathedral Parish Faith Community extends its Best Wishes and Congratulations to
Kellie Garven and Byron Quinn
who were united in Christian Marriage
On Saturday, March 11, 2017
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
The next Women’s Prayer Luncheon with
Bishop Glen John Provost will be
Thursday, April 6th at 11:30 A.M. in the Ave
Maria Hall. This year’s topic is the Letter to
the Romans. If you plan to attend please prepare by reading Chapters 13-14. Cost is $15.00 per person. Checks should be made payable to the Diocese of
Lake Charles and mailed to: Susan Borgman, Diocese
of Lake Charles, 411 Iris Street, Lake Charles, LA
70601. Please enclose a self-addressed and stamped
envelope to be used to send a ticket to you. Deadline
for receipt of your paid reservation is Friday, March 31st.
A Dove Fund is available to assist with the price of the
ticket. If assistance is needed, please contact Marie
Davidson at 337-473-9985.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Offertory Collection weekend of
March 11th and 12th…$15,605.00
Indian Missions…… $ 993.00
Offertory Collection weekend of
March 18th and 19th………………………$10,859.00
Second Collection, Bishop’s Services
Appeal……………………………………….$ 2,015.00

SATURDAY, March 25…(4:00)—-Gladys &
Delma Devillier.
SUNDAY, March 26…(7:30)—-”Pro
Populo” (For the People)
(9:30)—-Leonard Perkins; Vincent & Mary Niel;
Rose Viau and Family (living); Kimberly Wilson and
Family (living); Joseph and Anna Rita Scalisi;
Gauthreaux, Gremillion and Percle Family
(11:15)—-Catherine Navarra
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Jon Caraway.
MONDAY, March 27…(12:05)—Patricia “Patrice” Cecile
Bulber.
(5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Godchildren of
Maurice and Kathleen Caraway (living).
TUESDAY, March 28…(12:05)—Joe Champeaux.
WEDNESDAY, March 29…(12:05)—Jim Hooper.
THURSDAY, March 30... (12:05)—Lou Chol.
FRIDAY, March 31…(12:05)— O.W. David.
SATURDAY, April 01…(4:00)—-Lauren Prejean; Chick White
and Natalie White; Tony Pecorino; Cecilia Hamer;
Dennis Miller, Jr.
SUNDAY, April 01…(7:30)—-”Pro Populo” (For the People)
(9:30)—-Concetta and Curtis Cardone, Sr. and
Curtis Cardone, Jr.; Dot Ramagos; Dr. Al O’Bryne;
Leon and Jean Theriot; Xavier Perez; A.J. Lungaro
Sylvia Grosze Schroll
(11:15)—-Marjorie Conner
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Jesse Robert
“Bob” Navarro.
¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤
Glad Tidings, Sunday, April 2, 2017—-Bishop Glen John
Provost reads the Gospel of the day—Saint John (11:1-45)
and speaks on the importance of the scripture to the faithful. The news segment brings you stories from the diocese,
the region, the sate and the world. In the second half hour,
on Exploring Theology, Father Ruben Buller and members
of the Sacred Heart Bible Study Group hold a round table
discussion on the subject of the Sacrament of Confession-Penance and Reconciliation. (Remember, you can also see
the program by clicking the Glad Tidings link under the
Resources tab at www.lcdiocese.org).
¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤¤
Honoree for Pastor’s Appreciation Cruise 2017 Announced!
The Very Reverend Aubrey Guilbeau will be the honoree for
this year’s Pastor’s Appreciation Cruise sponsored as an
annual fundraiser for the Saint Charles Center. The event
will take place on Friday, April 28th, 6:00 P.M., aboard the
Lady of the Lake yacht departing from Riverside Resort
near Moss Bluff. Your generous contribution of $200 per
person benefits “The Saint Charles Center Maintenance
Fund.” The evening cruise will include exquisite foods catered by Mazen’s Restaurant, delightful wines, lovely music,
scenic surroundings. Tickets: St. Charles Center (337)

855-1232 or stcharlescenter.com.
 Eucharistic Adoration—every Friday of Lent
from 12:35 to 5:30 P.M.
 Stations of the Cross —every Friday of Lent
at 11:30 A.M. and 5:30 P.M.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
March 27—April 02, 2017
Monday:

Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;
Jn 4:43-54
Tuesday:
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9;
Jn 5:1-16
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14,
17-18;
Jn 5:17-30
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23;
Jn 5:31-47
Friday:
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;
Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Saturday:
Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12;
Jn 7:40-53
Sunday:
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8;
Rom 8:8-11;
Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45]

PRAY FOR OUR FRIENDS WHO ARE
ILL
Sam Ange, Jr.; Steven Scott Ardoin; Gloria Bennett;
Don Blocker; Emily Carleton; Claudia Dyle; Dee Elter;
Jessica Hulin; Mary Jeffers; Vivian Langley; Amanda
Martin; Julie Moon; Betty Mueller; Fred Nodier; Alexa
Owen; Larry Parker; Sue Parker; Rory Partin; Ben
Perry; William P. Richard; Mari Rieth; Bevo Rome;
Marian Rome; Lena Roush; Cammie Shaddock; Mark
Schram; Rita Stutes; Charlie Vicellio.

If you would like to add or remove a name
please call the church office at 436-7251. Please let us
know if a person has recovered or is deceased.

The Johnnie Thibodeaux Memorial Golf Tournament will be held Saturday, May 27, 2017 at Mallard
Cove in Lake Charles. Proceeds from this tournament will benefit several of the projects of the
Abrazando Cristo Mission Program to Nicaragua.
For more information please contact Johnnie and
Susan Thibodeaux at 337-478-4095 or Will Fruge at
337-540-0410.

Live Stations of the Cross—-Consolata Cemetery—Palm Sunday, April 9th, 3:00 P.M.
Bring your family and come walk with us on
the Way of the Cross.
Remember to pray for our brave men and
women who are serving in the armed forces,
and for the veterans who have served our
country. Pray for their families as well.

