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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
MASSES
11:00Noon; Saturday 3:00 pm
Saturday Anticipated 4:00 p.m. Friday
30 minutes before all other Masses.
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Or call office for appointment.
9:30 a.m. SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
11:15 a.m. A PreBaptism class must be
(Extraordinary Form) 5:00 p.m. attended before the celebration of
Baptism. These classes are held the
Monday Friday
12:05 p.m. 4th Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September and
NOVENA
November. Arrangements for
celebration of Baptism may be made
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday by calling the parish office after

having attended the Baptism Class.
SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Arrangements should be made at
least six (6) months before the
wedding date by calling the parish
office. An appointment must be
made for a premarriage interview.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS.
An ongoing process of formation
and education is provided for

anyone who is interested in
inquiring into the Roman Catholic
faith. The RCIA process is
available throughout the year to
those who are seeking initiation
into the church as well as for those
nonCatholics seeking more
information about the Roman
Catholic church. Information
concerning participation in the
RCIA process may be obtained
through the parish office.

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Traditions for the Advent
Season
As the Church enters into the Advent season this week,
here’s some suggestions on how families can better live
the spirit of Advent in their homes. The following excerpts
were taken from an article was written by MichaelAnn
Martin for Lay Witness (December 1998) titled “Catholic
Traditions for Advent and Christmas”:
The Catholic Church has designated the four
weeks preceding Christmas as Advent, a time to prepare
the way of the Lord for His coming as our King and Savior. In addition, the Church teaches that: “[w]hen the
Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she
makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah,
for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviors first
coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. By celebrating [John the Baptists] birth and
martyrdom, the Church unites herself to his desire: He
must increase, but I must decrease” (Catechism #524).
By participating in various time-honored traditions, such as making Jesse trees or putting on a Christmas play at home, Catholic families can engage more
fruitfully in the seasons of Advent and Christmas. Either
we live the liturgical year with its varying seasons of joy
and sorrow, work and rest, or we follow the pattern of the
world, writes Helen McLoughlin in Advent and Christmas
in a Catholic Home, commenting on the challenge Catholics have of being in the world but not of the world
throughout the year. She wrote these profound words in
the 1950s, but they are even more important today because of the general decline in Catholic family life during
the last 40 years. With two parents working in many
households, there is less time to devote to the spiritual life
of the family. As Catholic parents, we must readjust our
priorities and teach our children by living our faith, both
inside and outside the home.
It seems fitting that Advent is the beginning of the
liturgical calendar, for it is a season of spiritual preparation marked by an eager longing for the birth of Our Savior Jesus Christ. There are age-old Advent practices…,
which will help our children and families live closer to
Christ. The practices are time-tested and proven. They
teach the doctrine of redemption and develop a sense of
generosity toward God (cf. Catechism #s 2222-26). A
family’s strong and living faith will become their heritage
and a mode to reinforce the religious practices centered
in the liturgy.
Children love to anticipate, writes McLoughlin.
When there are empty mangers to fill with straw for small
sacrifices, when the Mary candle is a daily reminder on
the dinner table, when Advent hymns are sung in the candlelight of a graceful Advent wreath, children are not anxious to celebrate Christmas before time. That would offend their sense of honor. Older children who make Nativity sets, cut Old Testament symbols to decorate a Jesse
tree, or prepare costumes for a Christmas play will find
Advent all too short a time to prepare for the coming of
Christ the King.
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These are hopeful thoughts as we prepare to incorporate some of these liturgical activities into our home
life during Advent to enable us to truly celebrate Christmas. It is a shame that many do not fast during Advent,
because without a fast there can really be no feast at
Christmas. Fasting and other forms of penance, such as
prayer and almsgiving, help to purify our hearts and prepare us for the celebration of Christmas (cf. Catechism
#1434). The Church especially encourages participation
at weekday Masses during Advent, because in the
Eucharist we find the source and goal of our Advent
preparation: Christ Himself, whose sacrifice reconciles us
with God (cf. Catechism #1436; Sacred Congregation of
Rites, Eucharisticum Mysterium, no. 29).
The Church primarily celebrates Christmas from
Christmas Day until the Solemnity of the Epiphany, which
commemorates the manifestation of Christ as the Savior
of the whole world (cf. Mt. 2:1-12). The Church has also
traditionally celebrated Christmas for 40 days, culminating
on the Feast of the Presentation (Feb. 2). During this
time, the birth of Christ is celebrated as one continuous
festival. It is just as important to celebrate during the
Christmas season as it is to prepare for Christ during Advent.
The following activities are provided so that you
and your family can live Advent and Christmas to the fullest.
Advent wreath: The Advent wreath, which has German
origins, is probably the most recognized Advent custom. It
is a wreath made of evergreens that is bound to a circle of
wire. It symbolizes the many years from Adam to Christ in
which the world awaited its Redeemer; it also represents
the years that we have awaited His second and final coming. The wreath holds four equally spaced candles, the
three purple ones lit on the penitential Sundays and a
pink one for Gaudete, the joyful third Sunday in Advent.
There are many available prayers and hymns… that can
accompany your personal Advent wreath ceremony.
The empty manger: Each child may have his own individual manger, or there may be one manger for the whole
family. The idea is that when acts of service, sacrifice, or
kindness are done in honor of Baby Jesus as a birthday
present, the child receives a piece of straw to put into the
manger. Then, on Christmas morning, Baby Jesus is
placed in the manger. Encourage your children to make
Jesus bed as comfortable as possible through their good
deeds. In the process, explain Christ’s incomparable selfgift at Christmas and Easter that enables us to be part of
Gods family.
The Jesse tree: The Jesse tree tells about Christ’s ancestry through symbols and relates Scripture to salvation
history, progressing from creation to the birth of Christ.
The tree can be made on a poster board with the symbols
glued on, or on an actual tree…
St. Nicholas Day: The feast of St. Nicholas is on Dec.
6th. It is a highlight of the Advent season. Each child puts
out a shoe the night before St. Nicholas Day in the hope
that the kind bishop with his miter, staff, and bag of gifts

╬ First Sunday of Advent ╬
The current Santa Claus is modeled after St. Nicholas,
but commercialism has tarnished the true story. Many
families give gifts on both Dec. 6 and Christmas. Read
about St. Nicholas in your favorite saints book.
The Christ candle: Any large white candle can be used
for the Christ candle. The idea is to decorate it with symbols for Christ. Use old Christmas cards, sequins, holly,
etc. The candle can be lit on Christmas Eve to show that
the Light of the World has arrived. Then continue to light
the Christ candle throughout the year at Sunday dinner to
remind your family of our waiting for Christ, as well as
celebrating His birth and Resurrection.
The Mary candle: Some families have the custom of
decorating the Christ candle with a blue veil on December
8th, the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception. On this
great feast, others place a candle with a blue ribbon before a statue or picture of the Blessed Virgin, whose yes
to God enabled our Lords coming at Christmas. The candle is lit during meal times to serve as a delightful reminder of Mary’s eager expectation of the Light of the
World. It can also serve as a reminder to each family
member to keep their own light of grace burning as a
preparation for Christ’s coming. TO BE CONTINUED…
Acknowledgement: Martin, Michaelann. Catholic Traditions for
Advent and Christmas. Lay Witness (December 1998). Michaelann Martin writes a family column for New Covenant magazine.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS:
Once again the flowers that will
adorn our Altar and Worship Space
during the Christmas Season will
be donated in memory of our loved ones who
have died. If you would like to make a donation toward the flowers in memory of your
loved one/ones, please place it in the envelope
provided with your packet or in a plain envelope marked “FLOWERS”; don’t forget to include the name or names of those you are remembering. The names will be listed in the
bulletin insert Christmas week.

The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary—Friday, December 08, 2017—Holy Day of
Obligation. Mass Schedule:
7:00 A.M.
12:05 P.M.
5:30 P.M. — Solemn High Mass, followed by Eucharistic Procession and Reception in the Ave
Maria Hall.
NOTE: CATHEDRAL PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED ON DECEMBER 8TH.
PLEASE NOTE: Main dishes, sides and desserts will be
available at the reception following the 5:30 P.M. Mass on
December 8th. If you would like to furnish any of these
dishes to share it would be greatly appreciated. You can
drop your dish off at the Cathedral office before 4:30; after
4:30 please take to the Ave Maria Hall. Contact Sheryl Matz
at 794-3034 for further information.

THIS WEEK
December 03…….Confirmation Class, 3:00 P.M, Ave Maria
Hall
December 03….Youth Group, 5:00 P.M.—Ave Maria Hall
Note: High School will be meeting to make
Christmas Cards and gift bags for the Rosewood Nursing Home
Residents. If you can send any of the following, please do so:
socks, woolen hats, body wash or liquid soap, body lotion &
handkerchiefs.
December 05……Come Lord Jesus (Women)—9:30 A.M.,
Library
…...EF Mass choir practice—6:00 P.M.
December 06......Cathedral Choir Practice, 6:00 P.M.
……. RCIA 6:00 P.M., Library
December 07…..Come Lord Jesus (Men), 6:00 A.M., Ave Maria
Hall.
December 07…..Holy Hour of Reparation, 11:00-12:00 P.M.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
NEW ALTAR SERVER TRAINING: If you are grade 4 and
higher and want to be an Altar Server at the Cathedral of
the Immaculate Conception, please join
us!! When:
Saturday, December 9, 2017; Time: 1:00 —3:00 P.M.;
Where: Cathedral. One of the important messages God gives
his people is to serve one another.
By becoming an altar server, young people can begin to fulfill
God’s request. It is a fulfilling way to start a lifetime of service to
God, his Church and his people.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
ALTAR SOCIETY NEWS: The Altar Society will meet on Monday, December 4th, at 9:00 A.M. in the Ave Maria Hall to address Christmas cards to our shut-ins and decorate the hall. We
would like to thank everyone who helped us have a very successful Fall Sale. We were able to raise $2100. This money will
be used to pay for candles, hosts and plant care throughout the
upcoming year.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
WELCOME BACK TO OUR NEW “OLD” ORGANIST!!
The Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception is thrilled to
welcome back to our parish family one of our former organists! Marlene Mullenix is a native of Calgary, Alberta,
Canada, where she studied piano, theory, voice and organ. She earned her Associate diploma in piano from the
Trinity College of Music, London, England in 1977 followed by the Piano Associate diploma from the Royal
Conservatory of Music, University of Toronto. In 1982
she also received the Licentiate diploma in piano from
Trinity College. A Master’s of Music Degree in Organ
Performance from Rice University in Houston came next
in 1989. Marlene has held organist positions in Calgary,
Toronto, (Canada), Denmark and Houston.
In 1989 she became full-time Director of Music & Organist at First United Methodist Church for 6 years. From
1995—2002 she was organist at the Cathedral and accompanied the Cathedral Chorale when they went on a
tour in 1998 to Rome, Italy. Mrs. Mullenix has also been
organist at First Presbyterian Church, Immaculate Conception Church and The Church of Our Lady LaSallette
in Sulphur, and most recently returned to First United
Methodist Church as organist from 2010 until recently.
Marlene also teaches piano lessons privately. She is
married to David Mullenix. We look forward to hearing
her beautiful music again every Sunday and Feast Days!

SATURDAY, December 02…(4:00)—-Billy
Brown; Mabel Trahan (living); Bobby
Ardoin; Hidalgo, Fazzio Families
(living & deceased); Dorothy “Dot”
Gallaugher.
SUNDAY, December 03…(7:30)—-”Pro Populo”
(For the People)
(9:30)—-Concetta & Curtis Cardone, Sr. and
Curtis Cardone, Jr.; Leonard Richard;
L.D. Gervais Family; Stoma Family;
Daniel Ieyoub; Angela K. Johnson;
Patsy Dupré Miller; Ashley Feldes;
Lee Trahan
(11:15)—-Marjorie Conner
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Jesse Robert
“Bob” Navarro
MONDAY, December 04…(12:05)—Joe Champeaux
(5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)— Joy Gaspard
TUESDAY, December 05…(12:05)—Mary Sue Thompson.
WEDNESDAY, December 06…(12:05)—Vivian Langley.
THURSDAY, December 07.. (12:05)—-Lauren Prejean.
FRIDAY, December 08…(7:00)— “Pro Populo” (For the
People).
(12:05)—-Fred & Lauretta Fluitt
( 5:30)—-Dr. Tommy White
SATURDAY, December 09…(4:00)—-John Foret; Tressie
Kinney; James Brignac; Betty Daigle.
SUNDAY, December 10…(7:30)—“Pro Populo” (For the
People)
( 9:30)—-Joseph & Anna Rita Scalisi; Albert
“Rabbit” Manuel, Edna, Sidney & J.H. Broussard;
Vivian Langley; Mary Sue Thompson; Paul
Stephen Theriot
(11:15)—-Tony Pecorino
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Leon & Jean
Theriot
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CATHEDRAL SCHOOL CHOIR
will be hosting a “Festival of Lessons and Carols” at the
Cathedral on Tuesday, December 19th at 6:00 P.M.
The “Festival of Lessons and Carols” is a service of Scripture and song that dates to the late 19th century. In this
service we listen to nine Scripture lessons which recount
the Fall, the promise of a Messiah, the Incarnation and the
Great Commission to preach the Good News. Each lesson
is followed by a carol or other song that reflects on the lesson’s message and a brief prayer.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Our Cathedral Parish Family is pleased to welcome
The Natalie and Robert Garrison Family
to our Faith Community.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Offertory Collection 11/18 & 19…..$11,721.00
Offertory Collection weekend of November
25th & 26th………………….. $9,024.00
BSA…………………………….$2,738.00
Total BSA collected as of November
27th……………………………$26,642.00
Amount still owed…………..$12,942.00

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
December 04—10, 2017

Monday:
Tuesday:

Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11
Is 11:1-10; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8,
12-13, 17;
Lk 10:21-24
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6;
Mt 15:29-37
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21,
25-27a; Mt 7:21, 24-27
Friday:
Gn 3:9-15, 20; Ps 98:1-4;
Eph 1:3-6, 11-12; Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;
Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8
Sunday:
Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 85:9-14;
2 Pt 3:8-14;
Mk 1:1-8

Pray for Our Friends Who Are
Ill
Rosa Adams; Sam Ange, Jr.;
Steven Scott Ardoin;
Gloria
Bennett; Dean Broussard; Jerry Cain; Jim Cain;
Emily Carleton; Poddy Champeaux; Wade Davis;
Claudia Dyle; Dee Elter; Patrick Gallaugher; Ty
Griffen; Diane Hagerty; Michelle Hart; Brenda Hoback; Jessica Hulin; Richard Ieyoub; Mary Jeffers;
Gary Johnson; Darrel Jones; Janet LaBiche; John
Lavern; Della Lemaire; Marie Lupo; Melanie Lupo;
Elizabeth Louviere; Amanda Martin; Barbara
McCombs; Ronnie Mesh; Julie Moon; Betty Mueller;
Ola May Natali; Larry Parker; Sue Parker;
Rory Partin; Ben Perry; William P. Richard; Mari
Rieth; Bevo Rome; Marian Rome; Cammie Shaddock; Lucas Terracina; Warren Thomas; Mary
Vallow; Gay Young; Martha Young
If you would like to add or remove a name, please
call the church office at 4367251. Please let us
know if a person has recovered or is deceased.

All students 2nd Grade and up are
invited to join the Cathedral Children’s Choir, which will be leading
the music at Christmas Eve Vigil
Mass on Sunday, December 24th, at
4:00 P.M. Please contact Virginia-Kate Jessen by phone
(918) 760-3715, or by email at
vjessen@iccschool.org. for more information or to reserve
your child’s spot in the Cathedral Children’s Choir.

