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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
MASSES
11:00Noon; Saturday 3:00 pm
Saturday Anticipated 4:00 p.m. Friday
30 minutes before all other Masses.
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Or call office for appointment.
9:30 a.m. SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
11:15 a.m. A PreBaptism class must be
(Extraordinary Form) 5:00 p.m. attended before the celebration of
Baptism. These classes are held the
Monday Friday
12:05 p.m. 4th Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September and
NOVENA
November. Arrangements for
celebration of Baptism may be made
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday by calling the parish office after

having attended the Baptism Class.
SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Arrangements should be made at
least six (6) months before the
wedding date by calling the parish
office. An appointment must be
made for a premarriage interview.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS.
An ongoing process of formation
and education is provided for

anyone who is interested in
inquiring into the Roman Catholic
faith. The RCIA process is
available throughout the year to
those who are seeking initiation
into the church as well as for those
nonCatholics seeking more
information about the Roman
Catholic church. Information
concerning participation in the
RCIA process may be obtained
through the parish office.
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PRAYING FOR THE SOULS IN
PURGATORY
November is the month for the Holy
Souls. Many Catholics don't pray for their departed loved
ones because they don’t understand that they need to.
Many assume that their deceased family members automatically go straight to heaven. But the Church is a good
mother, and she knows that it’s a good thing to think of
and pray for the dead, so she gives us All Souls' Day.
The Church prefers that priests wear purple or black on
All Souls’ Day to remind Catholics of the serious need to
pray for the souls in purgatory. All Souls’ Day helps us
cut through life's superficial distractions and reminds us of
the big picture, which includes life, of course, but also includes death, judgment, heaven, and hell. All Christians
believe in those four realities, which Christ Himself taught
us. But not all Christians believe in purgatory and the
value of praying for the dead. They say, among other
things, that since the word purgatory doesn't appear in
the Bible, it must have been invented by the Church as a
way to frighten and manipulate ignorant Christians during
the Middle Ages. That is totally untrue, and this month of
November is the perfect opportunity to find out why.
The first reason for our belief in the doctrine of
purgatory and praying for the dead is simple common
sense. We all know there is no sin in heaven. ”Nothing
impure will ever enter it” (Rev. 21:27). It simply can't exist
there, because God is pure love. Not even those we consider good Christians die without some blemish or imperfection on their soul, such as selfishness. Therefore,
those who die with some selfish habits and self-centered
attitudes still clinging to their soul need to be cleansed
before they enter heaven. This cleansing process is
known as purgatory. The word actually comes from the
Latin purgatio, which means cleansing or purifying. This
purification can also take place here on earth. One of the
reasons God permits suffering is precisely to give us an
opportunity to accept and endure it with love, as Christ did
on the cross. When we do that, suffering becomes a
medicine that lessens our selfishness and helps us grow
in every Christ-like virtue: patience, humility, fortitude,
and wisdom. But when we keep our friendship with Christ
alive in this life without really giving it top priority, we allow
sinful and selfish habits to grow in our souls like weeds in
a garden. In that case, after we die, God has to pull out
the weeds and clean out the garden before we can fully
enjoy His divine presence in heaven - that's the painful
process of purgatory. So, common sense tells us that
most of us will need some spiritual cleansing after we die
and before we enter heaven
The second reason for our belief in purgatory is
history. Christians have prayed for the dead since the
very first centuries of the Church. Masses in the catacombs were offered for the dead. A famous Christian
tombstone from the second century has an epitaph that
specifically requests prayers for the person buried underneath it. St Augustine's mother, in the 300s, asked
him to "remember her at the altar" when she died - in
other words, to pray for the repose of her soul at Mass.
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Later that same century, St John Chrysostom wrote: "Let
us not hesitate to help those who have died and to offer
our prayers for them." Many more examples could be
given, but the point is clear. History shows that purgatory
and praying for the dead were not medieval inventions
used by the Church to manipulate ignorant Christians.
They are not new doctrines. In fact, NOT praying for the
dead is the new practice - it started in the 1500s, when
Martin Luther began a large-scale revolt against Catholic
doctrine and practice.
So, both history and common sense support this
ancient Christian belief. But most importantly, the Bible
also supports it. First of all, nowhere in Scripture does it
say that there is no purgatory. And in fact, although the
word itself doesn't appear in Scripture, there are various
passages that have always been understood by the Fathers of the Church as referring to it. For example, in
Matthew 12:32 Our Lord says that blasphemy against the
Holy Spirit is the only sin that will not be forgiven, "either
in this world or in the next," pointing to the fact that some
purification from sin does take place after death. He also
speaks more than once about sinners being kept in prison
until they have "paid the last penny" (Matthew 5:26, Luke
12:59), referring to a period of purification between earthly
life and heaven. One of the most explicit passages is
when St Paul says that some people will be saved, but
only "as through fire" (1 Corinthians 3:15), in other words,
by being passively purified after death. Finally, the Second Book of Maccabees (12:41-45) highly praises offering
prayers for the dead. Common sense, history, and the
Bible all agree: purgatory is real; most of us will need to
be purified from the vestiges of sin and selfishness after
we die, so that we can fully experience the joys of
heaven. This is not a complicated doctrine. This actually
points to God’s goodness and mercy. Without purgatory,
very few people will enter heaven.
Now, the Church has made no definitive statements about what exactly happens, or where, or exactly
how long it takes. We just know three things for certain:
that a purification after death exists, that it involves some
kind of pain, and that it can be assisted by the prayers
and offerings the living make to God. Knowing this motivates us to do two things. First, we can accept the small
and large sufferings of life on earth with faith, uniting them
to Christ's suffering on the cross. Thus we can grow
closer to Christ in this life, getting our purification done
faster and less painfully now instead of later. Second, we
can alleviate the suffering of our brothers and sisters who
have died and are now in purgatory by praying for them,
offering Masses for them, obtaining indulgences for them
(see below). God, in His gracious love and abundant
mercy, has tangibly connected our lives to theirs. This is
what is meant when we say in the Creed that we believe
in the “communion of saints” - we who are members of
the Church Militant here on earth, can help the members
of the Church Suffering in purgatory, arrive more quickly
to their destination to join the company of the Saints, the
Church Triumphant, in heaven, who in turn constantly
intercede for us here on earth. Holy Mary, Mother of the
Church, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
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death. Amen.
Indulgences for the Poor Souls
November is dedicated to the Holy Souls. From November 1 to November 8, inclusive, a plenary indulgence,
applicable only to Poor Souls in Purgatory, is granted to
those who visit a cemetery and pray, even if only mentally, for the departed, provided the usual conditions are
met. On November 2, All Souls Day, a plenary indulgence for Poor Souls will be granted to those who visit
any parish church or public oratory and there recite one
Our Father and one Credo. Only one plenary indulgence
may be granted each day. The usual conditions to acquire
a plenary indulgence are: 1. detachment from sin; which
is a true sorrow for, and repudiation of, all one’s sin, mortal and venial; 2. reception of Holy Communion on the day
the indulgence is sought; 3. prayer for the intention of the
Holy Father on the day the indulgence is sought (one Our
Father and one Hail Mary suffice, or any other suitable
prayer); 4. Sacramental Confession within a week of completion of the prescribed work. If these conditions are not
met, the indulgence will be partial. Several plenary indulgences may be granted on the basis of a single sacramental confession, but only one plenary indulgence may
be gained on the basis of a single Holy Communion and
prayer for the Pope’s intentions. Partial indulgences are
granted to those who recite Lauds or Vespers of the Office of the Dead, and to those who recite the Eternal Rest
Prayer provided below. A partial indulgence may be
granted more than once a day.
Eternal Rest Prayer
Requiem aeternam dona eis, Domini, et lux perpetua luceat eis. Requiescant in pace.
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual
light shine upon them soon. May they rest in peace.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
St. Louis Catholic High School—OPEN
HOUSE FOR PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS: Thursday, November 16, 2017,
5:00 P.M.. Enter at the Gym. For more
information visit slchs.org or call 4367275.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Bishop’s Services Appeal Report...Thanks to your generous support we have collected $20,419 of our quota
which is $39,585. We will continue to have monthly BSA
collections until our quota is met.
Offertory Collection 10/28/17-10/29/17
………………………...$12,011.00
October online or
Electronic donations...$ 4,283.00
Outreach…………… $ 2,124.00
Remember: You may also make your
contributions online by using a credit/bank card by visiting
our website….immaculateconceptioncathedral.com
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

THIS WEEK
November 05…….Confirmation Class, 3:00 P.M, Ave Maria
Hall
November 05…….Youth Group meets, 5:00 P.M., Ave Maria
Hall
November 07……Come Lord Jesus (Women)—9:30 A.M.,
Library
…...EF Mass choir practice—6:00 P.M.
November 08......Cathedral Choir Practice, 6:00 P.M.
……. RCIA 6:00 P.M., Library
November 09….Come Lord Jesus (men) —6:00 A.M., A.M. Hall
November 09….Holy Hour of Reparation, 11:00-12:00 PM
November 10….G.N.A.T.S., 9:30 A.M., Library.
November 12….Memorial Mass, 11:15; reception follows in
the Ave Maria Hall
November 12.….Youth Group, 5:00 P.M.—Ave Maria Hall

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
ALTAR SOCIETY FALL BAKED
GOODS AND FROZEN ENTRIES
SALE…..We are continuing to raise
funds so that we can sufficiently support
our Cathedral’s Altar. Our Fall Sale will
take place after the 4:00 Vigil and 7:30,
9:30 and 11:15 Sunday Masses the weekend of November 18th and 19th. All parishioners are invited to donate
foods to sell, as well as, buy items that may ease the
meal and dessert stresses of the holidays. Now is a good
time to start cooking and freezing some of your favorite
foods like gumbo, chili, soup, roasts or casseroles in serving sizes for two, four or more
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY: Recently our Cathedral Parish and several other churches partnered with Habitat for
Humanity in building a home at 917 Gulf Street. Habitat
works in our community by providing a hand up to struggling families in SW Louisiana. Last year we helped by
providing $3,900. If you would like to make a donation,
you may do so by going to our web site or putting your
donation in an envelope with the notation “Habitat”.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Our Cathedral Faith Community extends its
Best Wishes and Congratulations to:
Marilyn Klusman and John Paul
Zimmermann
and to
Jill Duplichan and Matthew Karam
Each young couple was united in Christian Marriage on
Saturday, October 28, 2017.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
The Flowers that adorn our Altar this
weekend, November 4th and 5th are in
honor of the 96th Anniversary of CDA
Court Lady of the Lake #695
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
It is our pleasure to welcome
Raymond McCall
to our Cathedral Parish Faith Community!!

SATURDAY, November 04…(4:00)—Tony
Pecorino; Mr. & Mrs. Jeremy Manuel
(living); Mr. & Mrs. Michael
Camel (living); Joseph A. & Louise
Bertrand and Gerald Simmons;
Francis J. Helluin
SUNDAY, November 05…(7:30)—”Pro Populo” (for the
People)
(9:30)—Concetta & Curtis Cardone, Sr. & Curtis
Cardone, Jr.; Leonard Richard; Joseph & Anna
Rita Scalisi; James P. Martin; Stoma Family; L.D.
Gervais; Daniel Ieyoub; Angela K. Johnson; Patsy
Dupre Miller; Paul Stephen Theriot; Ashley
Feldes; Lee Trahan
(11:15)—Marjorie Conner
(5:30, Extraordinary Form)—Leon & Jean Theriot
MONDAY, November 06…(12:05)—Kari Burke & Family.
(5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Mr. & Mrs. Adam
Camel (living).
TUESDAY, November 07…(12:05)—Buddy Prejean.
WEDNESDAY, November 08…(12:05)— “Pro Populo” (For
the People)
THURSDAY, November 09.. (12:05)—Dena Nodier.
FRIDAY, November 10…(12:05)— Vivian Langley.
SATURDAY, November 11…(4:00)—-Helen & Philip
Zaunbrecher; Della & Lawrence Lorenzi; Paul
Buller & Family (living); Lee Perez (living); Wayne
Daigle, Sr.; Mr. & Mrs. Frank Robin, Mr. & Mrs.
Romain Stutes and Alpha Stutes.
SUNDAY, November 12…(7:30)—-”Pro Populo” (For the
People)
(9:30)—-Lauren Prejean; Monsignor Wayne Richard
Fred & Lauretta Fluitt; Vivian Langley; Mary Sue
Thompson; Steven Ardoin; Mabel Trahan (living)
(11:15)—-Tony Pecorino
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-E.J. Gaspard.

THE BISHOP’S GALA
Saturday, December 9, 2017
Social and Dance
Lake Charles Civic Center
Doors open at 6:00 P.M.
Music provided by Ron Renfrow Orchestra
6:30 to 10:30 P.M.
Silent Auction
Proceeds benefit Office of Communications,
spreading the Catholic Faith
through print and electronic media.
$125
Black Tie or Dark Suit appropriate
Tickets are available at
Immaculate Conception Cathedral Office

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
November 07—12, 2017
Monday:

Rom 11:29-36; Ps 69:30-31, 33-34,
36;
Lk 14:12-14
Tuesday:
Rom 12:5-16b; Ps 131:1bcde-3;
Lk 14:15-24
Wednesday: Rom 13:8-10; Ps 112:1b-2, 4-5, 9;
Lk 14:25-33
Thursday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6,
8-9; 1 Cor 3:9c-11, 16-17; Jn 2:13-22
Friday:
Rom 15:14-21; Ps 98:1-4; Lk 16:1-8
Saturday:
Rom 16:3-9, 16, 22-27; Ps 145:2-5,
10-11;
Lk 16:9-15
Sunday:
Wis 6:12-16; Ps 63:2-8;
1 Thes 4:13-18
[13-14]; Mt 25:1-13

Pray for Our Friends Who Are Ill
Rosa Adams; Sam Ange, Jr.; Steven
Scott Ardoin; Gloria Bennett; Dean
Broussard; Jerry Cain; Emily Carleton; Wade Davis; Claudia Dyle; Dee Elter; Ty Griffen;
Diane Hagerty; Michelle Hart; Brenda Hoback; Jessica Hulin; Richard Ieyoub; Mary Jeffers; Gary Johnson; Darrel Jones; Janet LaBiche; John Lavern; Della
Lemaire; Marie Lupo; Melanie Lupo; Amanda Martin;
Barbara McCombs; Ronnie Mesh; Julie Moon; Betty
Mueller; Ola May Natali; Larry Parker; Sue Parker;
Rory Partin; Ben Perry; William P. Richard; Mari
Rieth; Bevo Rome; Marian Rome; Cammie Shaddock;
Warren Thomas; Mary Vallow; Gay Young; Martha
Young
If you would like to add or remove a name,
please call the church office at 4367251. Please let us
know if a person has recovered or is deceased.

Saint Charles Center...Church and Families Rising to Help Our Veterans, presented by Sr. Diane Depwe—-Tuesday, November 14th—-6:00—9:00 P.M.. Many of
our veterans have problems resulting from
the combat trauma they experienced and we are called to
respond to their needs. Register by November 10th.
Suggested donation $20 (includes supper)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
OLQH will have a Christ the King Eucharistic Procession on Saturday, November 25th. Meet at Civic Center, 8:15 AM—-Eucharistic Procession to the Cathedral, 9:00 AM—-Closing at 11:15 AM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St. Raphael in Iowa—Bon Amis Festival—November 4th &
5th on church grounds. Live music, carnival rides, vendors, talent show, bingo, food, games, sweet shop & more
For information call Lori at 337-513-5505.

