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SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
MASSES
11:00-Noon; Saturday 3:00 pm
Saturday Anticipated 4:00 p.m. Friday
30 minutes before all other Masses.
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Or call office for appointment.
9:30 a.m. SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
11:15 a.m. A Pre-Baptism class must be
(Extraordinary Form) 5:00 p.m. attended before the celebration of
Baptism. These classes are held the
Monday - Friday
12:05 p.m. 4th Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September and
NOVENA
November. Arrangements for
celebration of Baptism may be made
Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday by calling the parish office after

having attended the Baptism Class.
SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE
Arrangements should be made at
least six (6) months before the
wedding date by calling the parish
office. An appointment must be
made for a pre-marriage interview.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS.
An on-going process of formation
and education is provided for

anyone who is interested in
inquiring into the Roman Catholic
faith. The RCIA process is
available throughout the year to
those who are seeking initiation
into the church as well as for those
non-Catholics seeking more
information about the Roman
Catholic church. Information
concerning participation in the
RCIA process may be obtained
through the parish office.

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception

Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception
Lessons from the Fourth
Apparition
In my bulletin article a couple of
weeks ago (September 10, 2017), I gave an account of
what happened during the fourth apparition of Our Lady of
Fatima, which took place on August 19, 1917, at Los
Valinhos. What lessons can we learn from this apparition?
1. The fortitude of the seers was remarkable. They renounced all earthly possessions. They were offered
the most valuable gifts if they would reveal the secret,
but they responded that they would not do it even if
the whole world was given to them. They preferred to
die rather than disobey Our Lady. They really thought
that they were going to be boiled in oil, but they held
fast.
The Catechism defines fortitude as “the moral virtue that
ensures firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good. It strengthens the resolve to resist temptations and to overcome obstacles in the moral life. The
virtue of fortitude enables one to conquer fear, even fear
of death, and to face trials and persecutions. It disposes
one even to renounce and sacrifice his life in defense of a
just cause.” In the Gospels, Our Blessed Lord says, “In
the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I
have overcome the world.”
In short, fortitude is the ability to choose what is right even
when everything inside of us and outside of us is telling
us to run away in fear. It is the ability to stand firm in pursuing good in the face of danger and potential suffering. It
is the virtue most operative in the Christian martyrs.
Fortitude flows naturally from the theological virtues of
faith, hope, and charity. When we believe the promises
of God (faith), and have confidence not in ourselves but in
the strength of Christ (hope), and we are motivated by
love (charity), we will find ourselves filled naturally with
the virtue of fortitude.
We all have the gift of fortitude since it is one of the
gifts of the Holy Spirit. We received it at our Baptism
and it was strengthened at our Confirmation. But, like
every other virtue, we grow in the virtue of fortitude when
we exercise it, just like a muscle grows when we exercise
it. Thus, we have to put fortitude into practice.
Most of us in the West don’t have to face any real danger
on a daily basis. But there are still ample opportunities to
practice fortitude. Even crossing our self and praying publicly requires a small amount of fortitude for most of us.
Perhaps the most obvious opportunity for fortitude,
though, is while watching the moral and social collapse of
the entire Western world. Before our eyes, a once great
civilization, built on the bedrock of a shared Catholic faith,
is falling into ruin. The new tyranny of relativism attacks
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all that is good, beautiful and true, while increasingly
criminalizing dissent in the name of tolerance
Violations of freedom of speech are rampant; the economy is teetering precariously; violence plagues our
schools, shopping malls, and theaters; children are being
sexualized; the family unit is crumbling; radical Islam is on
the rise; the redefinition of marriage is celebrated. The list
goes on and on. Frankly, it is all a bit terrifying, and many
parents shudder to think about the world their children will
grow up in.
But far from being a afraid, we need to be courageous in
the face of these moral assaults. Now, more than ever,
fortitude is needed among Catholics, especially Catholic
men - husbands and fathers, who are the protectors and
providers of our families. We are called to stand firm and
recognize that, no matter how black things may seem,
“there is good in this world, and it is worth fighting for.”
2.
Our Lady reiterated the need to offer prayers and
mortification for the conversion of poor sinners. Our
Lady was sad because many souls go to hell. The children were given a vision of hell in the July apparition. Her
last words during the August apparition were: “Pray, pray
much, and sacrifice for sinners, for many souls go to hell
because there is no one to sacrifice and pray for them.”
The Fatima seers were exemplary in their sacrifices. They
gave their food to the poor and needy. They put a rope
around their waste at all times. Our Lady even had to ask
them to ease up on their sacrifices and wear the rope only
during the day and not at night. They also suffered a lot
from the people, even from their own families. They became objects of curiosity and mockery. Here, we can see
that there are 2 types of mortification – active and passive. Active mortifications are those sacrifices that we
take on voluntarily, like fasting and abstaining from meat
or other things (TV, Internet, social media, etc.). Passive
mortifications are those sufferings that come to us involuntarily – sickness, tragedy, family crises, difficulties in
the workplace, etc. Instead of complaining, we offer it up
to God in union with His Son’s sacrifice on the cross. Offering mortification requires a lot of fortitude. But it can
also be motivated by charity. When we love someone,
we are willing to make sacrifices for them. A good example is the husband who takes care of his wife suffering
from a debilitating disease such as Alzheimer’s, or a
mother who wakes up in the middle of the night to feed
her baby or change his diapers. It is an act of charity, not
only towards poor sinners, when we offer prayers and
sacrifices for them. It is also an act of charity towards Our
Lady, who is saddened by the eternal demise of poor sinners who go to hell. And it is an act of charity towards Our
Lord, who “wills all men to be saved and come to the
knowledge of the truth.” So, let’s ask for the grace to live
our Catholic faith with fortitude, and in charity, let’s be
generous in offering prayers and acts of mortification for
the conversion of poor sinners.
Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us!
Saints Francisco and Jacinta of Fatima, pray for us!

╬ Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time╬
The Pastoral Council met on August 24th regarding the
situation with our Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC). Several EMHC approached the Cathedral staff, members of the Pastoral Council, and
me, personally, to express the desire to serve less frequently (They are serving almost every week). We
have had Masses where we do not have enough
EMHC to administer Holy Communion under both
kinds. The Priest celebrants are always wondering if
we would have enough EMHC to come forward, and
we often have to consume the remaining Precious
Blood. The Pastoral Council considered several options on how to address the situation. They unanimously voted to recommend the following: Keep administering Holy Communion under both kinds (Sacred
Host & Precious Blood) at the principal Mass (Sunday
9:30 AM). All other Masses (Saturday 4:00 PM, Sunday 7:30 AM and 11:15 AM) will have the Sacred Host
only. The Church continues to teach that Christ is present whole and entire in the Sacred Host alone or in
the Precious Blood alone. We receive the whole Christ
– His Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity – even if we receive only the Sacred Host or only the Precious Blood.
Those who have gluten allergy (celiac disease) can
receive Holy Communion by making special arrangements with the Priest. Please let me know if I can assist you with this. I know that change is difficult for
some people. I hope we can all exercise patience and
perseverance.
The Cathedral Choir is in desperate need of men—tenors,
baritones and basses. If you are aged high school to
adult and can make this part of your regular ministry,
please consider doing so! The Cathedral Choir sings at
the 9:30 A.M. Mass on Sundays. If you are singing or
have sung in choirs in high school or college or were in
band in high school or college or just like to sing and want
to be part of a very special group, please consider joining
us! For more information, call Robert Marcantel at 4367251.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
KNIGHTLY NEWS!! Council 1207, Knights
of Columbus will provide coffee, donuts,
juice and milk in the Ave Maria Hall following
the 7:30 and 9:30 AM Masses, Sunday, October 1st. Please stop by for refreshments &
fellowship.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
SECOND COLLECTION this weekend, September 23 & 24 will be for
Hurricane Irma Relief.
Offertory Collection weekend of September 16th & 17….$11,262.00
Remember: you may also make your contributions online
by using a credit/bank card by visiting our website…
immaculateconceptioncathedral.com.

THIS WEEK
September 24….Confirmation Class, 3:00 P.M, AMH
September 24….Youth Group meets, 5:00 P.M., AMH
September 26….Come Lord Jesus (Men) 6:00 A.M., AMH
…. Come Lord Jesus (Women)—9:30 A.M., Library
….EF Mass choir practice—6:00 P.M.
September 26...Baptism Class, 6:00 P.M., Library
September 27...Cathedral Choir Practice, 6:00 P.M.
…RCIA - 4:00 P.M., Library
September 29….G.N.A.T.S., 9:30 A.M., Library.
September 29….Youth Group, 5:00 P.M.—Ave Maria Hall

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Our Cathedral Faith Community prays
for those who have died:
Jane McFarland
We pray that they will find peace and joy in the presence of Our
Lord. We extend our sincere sympathy to their families and to
all who mourn their death.

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
CLEAN OUT THE FREEZER DAY—Annual Abraham’s
Tent Benefit Set for October 8, 2017. The Southwest
Louisiana Sportsmen for the Hungry organization, in affiliation with Hunters for the Hungry, will host their annual
food collection drive on Sunday, October 8th, from 1:00
P.M. to 4:00 P.M. in the Gordon’s Drug Store parking lot,
located at 2716 Lake Street. Needed food items are:
wrapped and labeled frozen meat and fish (wild & domestic), canned and boxed foods, rice, cooking oil, seasonings, vegetables and paper goods. A convenient drive
-thru drop off service will be offered. All collected food will
be directly donated to Abraham’s Tent who provides food
for the poor and hungry in our community every day of
the year. For further information please call 337-4776773.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
The next Women’s Prayer Luncheon will take
place on Wednesday, October 4th, in the Ave
Maria Hall, at 11:30 A.M. This year’s topic
includes the books of James, Jude and Peter. For those planning to attend, the Bishop
asks that you prepare by reading the Letter
of James, Chapters 3-4. Cost: $15 per person. Checks
should be made out to the Diocese of Lake Charles and
mailed to Marlie Mudd, Diocese of Lake Charles, 411 Iris
Street, Lake Charles, LA 70601. Please enclose a selfaddressed and stamped envelope to be used to send
your ticket to you. Deadline: Sept. 29th.
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
We are looking for individuals, couples and families
who are willing to welcome Our Lady’s statue into their
home and pray the Rosary for the Blessed Mother’s
intentions and our parish intentions. If you are interested, please call the church office, 436-7251, so we
can schedule Our Lady’s visit to your home. The
statue may be picked up in the sacristy after Mass on
Saturday or Sunday, or at the church office on Monday
between 8:30 A.M. and 4:30 P.M.

SATURDAY, September 23…(4:00)—-Jerica
Camel (living); Chris Lasyone
(living); Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Istre
(living); Toni Anne Reed (living)
SUNDAY, September 24…(7:30)—-”Pro Populo” (For the
People)
(9:30)—-Leonard Richard; Joseph & Anna Rita
Scalisi; Bernice Hussman; Patsy Dupré Miller;
(11:15)—-Vincent and Mary Niel.
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Claudia Barbe
McMahon
MONDAY, September 25…(12:05)—-Jim Hooper.
(5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—Patricia “Patrice”
Cecile Bulber.
TUESDAY, September 26…(12:05)— Lee Trahan.
WEDNESDAY, September 27…(12:05)—Mike McCall.
THURSDAY, September 28.. (12:05)—Dona White (living).
FRIDAY, September 29…(12:05)—Michael Camel, Jr.
(living).
SATURDAY, September 30…(4:00)—-Joe & Josephine
Caldarera; Helen & Philip Zaunbrecher; Edgar &
Naomie Landry Family; Cade Camel (living).
SUNDAY, October 01…(7:30)—- “Pro Populo” (For the
`
People)
(9:30)—-Concetta and Curtis Cardone, Sr. & Curtis
Cardone, Jr.; Conrad A. Langley, Jr.; Stoma Family;
L.D. Gervais Family; Carys Camel (living); Daniel
Ieyoub; Angela K. Johnson; Mary Sue Thompson;
Paul Stephen Theriot; Bobby Ardoin
(11:15)—-Marjorie Conner
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Jesse Robert
“Bob” Navarro
■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
Prayer for Safety in Hurricane Season
O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble
voices of your children. The sea of Galilee obeyed Your
order and returned to its former quietude. You are still the
Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a danger
over which we have no control; the Gulf, like a provoked
and angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its conventional boundaries, invade our land and
spread chaos and disaster.
During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. Spare us from past tragedies whose memories are
still so vivid and whose wounds seem to refuse to heal with
the passing of time. O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our Beloved
Mother, we ask you to plead with your Son in our behalf, so
that spared from the calamities common to this area and
animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the
footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem where a stormless eternity awaits us. Amen
The Diocese of Lake Charles Office of Youth Ministry is collecting items through the first part of October for a Garage Sale
Fundraiser. Items can be dropped off at 411 Iris Street weekdays from 10 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. Please note: No clothes except
for children’s nice clothes and jackets/coats. The sale will be
held on Thursday, October 19—Saturday, October 21. Look for
more information in coming bulletins. Please help support the
Youth of our diocese!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
September 25—October 01, 2017

Monday:
Tuesday:

Ezr 1:1-6; Ps 126:1b-6; Lk 8:16-18
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20; Ps 122:1-5;
Lk 8:19-21
Wednesday: Ezr 9:5-9; Tb:13:2, 3-4abefghn, 7-8;
Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Hg 1:1-8; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 9:7-9
Friday:
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;
Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51
Saturday:
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a; Jer 31:10-12ab,
13;
Lk 9:43b-45
Sunday:
Ez 18:25-28; Ps 25:4-9;
Phil 2:1-11 [1-5];
Mt 21:28-32

Pray for Our Friends Who Are Ill
Rosa Adams; Brent Allain: Sam
Ange, Jr.; Steven Scott Ardoin;
Gloria Bennett; Don Blocker; Jerry
Cain; Emily Carleton; Wade Davis; Claudia Dyle; Dee
Elter; Ty Griffen; Michelle Hart; Brenda Hoback; Jessica Hulin; Mary Jeffers; Darrel Jones; Janet LaBiche;
John Lavern; Della Lemaire; Marie Lupo; Melanie
Lupo; Amanda Martin; Ronnie Mesh; Julie Moon;
Betty Mueller;
Ola May Natali; Larry Parker; Sue
Parker; Rory Partin; Ben Perry; William P. Richard;
Mari Rieth; Bevo Rome; Marian Rome; Cammie Shaddock; Rita Stutes; Warren Thomas; Gay Young;
Martha Young
If you would like to add or remove a name
please call the church office at 436-7251. Please let
us know if a person has recovered or is deceased.

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP
When: Tuesdays September 26th, October 3rd, 10th,
17th and 24th. Where: Sabbath House—407 Second
Street, Jennings, LA. Time: 5:30 P.M. Contact Sister
Jeannette if you have any questions. (337-304-6383).
You do not have to be a Catholic, there is no time limit as
to when the person(s) died and there is no cost...all are
welcome.
SAVE THE DATES
Rosary Procession at 6:00 A.M., followed by Low Mass,
celebrating the 100th anniversary of Our Lady of
Fatima’s apparitions—OCTOBER 13 (begins at ICCS at
8:00 A.M.)
OCTOBER 19—-Holy Mass and Adoration for Healing,
6:00 P.M.

