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MASSES

Saturday Anticipated 4:00 p.m.

Sunday 7:30 a.m.

9:30 am.

11:15 am.

(Extraordinary Form) 5:00 p.m.

Monday - Friday 12:05 p.m.

NOVENA

Our Lady of Perpetual Help

Before 12:05 Mass on Tuesday

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Friday 11:00-Noon; Saturday 3:00 pm
30 minutes before all other Masses.
Or call office for appointment.
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
A Pre-Baptism class must be
attended before the celebration of
Baptism. These classes are held the
4th Tuesday of January, March,
May, July, September and
November. Arrangements for
celebration of Baptism may be made
by calling the parish office after

having attended the Baptism Class.

SACRAMENT OF
MARRIAGE

Arrangements should be made at
least six (6) months before the
wedding date by calling the parish
office. An appointment must be

made for a pre-marriage interview.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION OF ADULTS.

An on-going process of formation

and education is provided for

anyone who is interested in
inquiring into the Roman Catholic
faith. The RCIA process is
available throughout the year to
those who are seeking initiation
into the church as well as for those
non-Catholics seeking more
information about the Roman
Catholic church. Information
concerning participation in the
RCIA process may be obtained
through the parish office.
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From the
Pastor
T s “Depart from me, you cursed, into the eter-
nal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels” (Mt 25:41).

Here are some excerpts from the final installment of my homily
series on The Last Things. (To request a copy of the full homily,
email me at rommel.tolentino@Icidocese.org):

The Last Things (Hell)

The Catholic Faith is stated in the ancient Athanasian
Creed: “They that have done what is good shall go into life ev-
erlasting, and they that have done evil into everlasting fire.” The
Church has repeatedly defined the same truth, e.g., at the
Council of Florence: “The souls of those who depart in mortal
sin, or only in Original Sin, go down immediately into Hell to be
visited, however, with unequal punishments.” St. Alphonsus
Ligouri and other Saints tell us that the suffering in Hell is pro-
portionate to the offenses committed against God. The greater
the sinner, the more severe his suffering in Hell, for God “will
render to every man according to his works” (Rom 2:6).

Is Hell in Scripture? Scripture tells us a great deal about Hell
despite the modern theory that there is no Hell. On almost
every page, the New Testament clearly teaches the doctrine of
Hell. St. John the Baptist, a great figure of Advent, proclaimed
his belief in it: “Every tree therefore that does not bear good
fruit shall be cut down and cast into the fire. He will...gather his
wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire” (Mt 3:10,12). Our Blessed Lord continually warns His fol-
lowers that, unless they obey His teaching, they may die in their
sins and so merit eternal punishment. “If your hand or your foot
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for
you to enter life maimed or lame than with two hands or two feet
to be thrown into the eternal fire” (Mt 18:8). Several of His par-
ables end with the condemnation of the wicked to Hell: “At har-
vest time | will tell the reapers, Gather the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned” (Mt 13:30).“So it will be at the
close of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil
from the righteous, and throw them into the furnace of fire; there
men will weep and gnash their teeth” (Mt 13:49-50). Describing
the Last Judgment, Christ could not be clearer: “Then he will
say to those at his left hand, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” (Mt 25:41).

Belief in Hell is Reasonable — There are many things about
Hell which the human mind cannot fully understand. The judg-
ments of God are inscrutable, His ways are undiscoverable (Cf.
Rom 11:33). Yet we can at least understand that all is one in
God. He is Justice, and He is Mercy. The two attributes cannot
be at variance with one another. Each finds its infinite perfec-
tion in Him, “who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). God, because He is Good-
ness ltself, rewards the good and punishes evil. St. Thomas
Aquinas therefore says that Hell glorifies the justice and good-
ness of God. He made men free to love Him; He does every-
thing possible to win their love; throughout life He pursues them
with His graces; and He only condemns them when they know-
ingly and willfully turn against Him and dies as His enemies.
Can we honestly blame Him for that? To maintain that God is
always bound to forgive His creatures, no matter how wickedly
they turn against Him, is to make God helpless in the face of
man’s sin. If men knew they were always certain of God’s for-
giveness, those who did not love God would have no motive at
all to make them leave their evil ways. As it is, those who go to
Hell only do so because they choose to go there. They put
themselves in Hell. They never asked for mercy, and they never
will. They are fixed in evil forever.

The Sufferings of Hell — What do the damned suffer in Hell?

The Pain of Sense - There are 5 exterior senses proper to the
human body. The damned fear and loathe even just the idea of
the resurrection because they know that when they get their
body back their sufferings will increase. In Hell, bodily suffering
is much worse, much more intense than we can ever imagine in
this life. The damned also suffer tremendously in various other
ways — from shame, from guilt, from regret, from hatred, from
despair. Condemned souls never enjoy the slightest relief; they
are continually subjected to the gloating and reproach of the
devils and other lost souls. Each demon who successfully
tempted you on earth will laugh at you, mock you, torment you
spiritually, cause you physical pain and other sufferings. And
then, there’s the suffering that comes from God, His wrath and
His justice. This will haunt you the entire time you're in Hell,
which is forever. In horror, you shall flee from His justice for all
eternity, but you shall never escape it. Your hatred for God and
His justice shall consume you, but one thing is clear to the per-
son in Hell- that his punishment is absolutely just and propor-
tionate to what he has done on earth. He deserves it and can-
not deny it.

The Pain of Loss is the loss of the direct vision of God
(Beatific Vision). So absolute is the separation of the soul from
God that it cannot find in Him even the slightest peace or rest.
He is totally cut-off from His love and the effects of His love. All
God’s supernatural gifts are lost; of the Sacraments only their
characters remain as marks of confusion to the damned who
were baptized, confirmed or ordained. We cannot imagine the
tremendous pain caused in the damned by the loss of God.
They who were created to enjoy infinite Truth and infinite Good-
ness, now realizing it find themselves frustrated forever. They
know that they depend absolutely on God, yet He is their eternal
enemy. They know that they have given up infinite happiness
for passing pleasure, and the remorse that comes from such a
thought brings with it deep depression beyond human imagina-
tion. They know, too, that the God whom they hate is infinitely
happy, and bitterness consumes them as they strive in vain to
harm Him.

Conclusion: The idea of a Hell of eternal punishment is un-
popular in these times. But to deny it is the height of foolish-
ness. God has told us that it exists, and it is to our own advan-
tage not to forget about it. If there was no Hell from which to
save us, why did God become Man in the form of a fragile baby
on that first Christmas - the great mystery we’re preparing for in
the Advent season? Why did Christ die on the Cross — and en-
dured an agony and death that was the most painful and humili-
ating? Was it not to teach us the seriousness of life and the
terrible personal tragedy of eternal damnation? If Hell was not a
grim reality, why did He insist on it again and again in His teach-
ing? To neglect such serious warnings by living as God’s ene-
mies is really to make ourselves worthy of God’s condemnation.
The wise man will repeat to himself again and again those
words of Our Lord: “For what does it profit a man, if he gains
the whole world, and suffer the loss of his own soul?” (Mt
16:26).

Holy Mary, Mother of Divine Grace, pray for us!
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END, December 17th and 18th——— Fund
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

~ Here at the Cathedral it has been our
"~ custom for parishioners to donate
the flowers that adorn our altar and
worship space in memory of their

loved ones who have died. If you would like to
make an offering toward the flowers in memory of
your loved one, please use the envelope that came
with your packet or place your donation in an enve-

lope marked “Flowers”. _Don’t forget to include the
name/names of those you are remembering.

Here’s your chance for FREE TUITION to
St. Louis Catholic High School!!!

Purchase a “Great Tuition Give-Away” raffle ticket for only
$25.00 and earn your chance to win one year’s tuition at St.
Louis Catholic High. Tuition prize is good for two years and the
ticket holder can name recipient! For every 500 tickets sold,
another tuition prize will be awarded!! What a great Christmas
gift—-purchase one for a stocking stuffer!!! Drawing will be held
February 3, 2017; you need not be present to win.

Tickets can be purchased on-line, at the school office (1620
Bank Street) or from any SLC student.

Visit slchs.org to purchase tickets. Questions, email avin-
cent@slchs.org or call the school office at 436-7275.
ANEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

Bishop Glen John Provost invites the ladies of
the Diocese to the Women’s Prayer Luncheon,
flb. Wednesday, January 4th, at 11:30 A.M. at the
gon Ave Maria Hall. This year’s topic is the Letter tp
... the Romans. If you plan to attend, please prepare
by reading Chapters 7-8. Cost: $15.00 per person.
Checks should be made out to the Diocese of Lake Charles and
mailed to Gaynell Carrier, Diocese of Lake Charles, 414 Iris
Street, Lake Charles, LA 70601. Please enclose a self-
addressed and stamped envelope to be used to send your
ticket to you. Deadline for receipt of your paid reservation
is Friday, December 30, 2016.
HENSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

LECTORS, CANTORS, SACRISTANS, WEDDING COORDI-
NATORS, USHERS AND RADIO MINISTERS:
Please choose from one of the following dates to attend a micro-
phone/sound system training session:

Sunday, December 11, 1:00-3:00 P.M.

Saturday, December 27, 1:00-3:00 P.M.
The first hour will be for Lectors and Cantors. The second hour
will be for Sacristans, Wedding Coordinators, Ushers and Radio
Ministers.

Chiin g

Offertory Collection December 3rd and 4th:
$19,433.00

Second Collection, BSA:
$1,039.00
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The flowers at Mary'’s feet this weekend were
donated by Sally Foret in memory of Dr. John
Foret.

THIS WEEK
December 11....Youth Group meets, 6:30 PM, Ave
Maria Hall
December 11..... Cathedral Choir Practice, 1:00 P.M.
December 12....”Come Lord Jesus”, Men’s Prayer
Group, 6:00 P.M.—-Library
December 12.....Women’s ACTS, 5:00 P.M., Ave Maria

Hall.
December 13.....St. Louis High Choir, 7:00 P.M.. In the
Cathedral.

December 13....”Come Lord Jesus”, Men’s Prayer
Group, 6:00 A.M., Ave Maria Hall
December 14....”Come Lord Jesus”, Women'’s Prayer
Group, 10:00 A.M., Library.
December 14.....Choir Practice, 6:00 P.M., A.M. Hall
December 14.....RCIA Inquiry, 6:00 P.M., Day Chapel
December 15.....RCIA Catechumenate, 6:00 P.M., DC
December 16.....G.N.A.T.S. meets, 9:30 A.M., Library
ANEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

31’2 CHRISTMAS AT SEA—-SEAFARERS’ AT THE
— PORT OF LAKE CHARLES. The seafarers on

the ships that come into Lake Charles often travel
the seas for 6 to 10 months out of the

year so often the only gifts they receive are those
provided by us. Gifts should be: bath soap, combs,
deodorant, disposable razors, knit caps, lotion, pens & pencils,
playing cards, shampoo, shaving cream, socks, toothpaste and
toothbrushes, wash cloths, work gloves. Items may be dropped
off at the Cathedral Office or at the Stella Maris Seafarers’ Cen-
ter, 150 Marine Street, Box 10 or call 436-1315 to have items
picked up.

HENESESESEEESEEEEEEEEEEEE
Since this is the Season of “Giving of One’s self”
perhaps you would like to consider the following!!

ABRAHAM’S TENT IS IN NEED OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

Towels, wash cloths, sheets, blankets, camping supplies
If you are able to furnish any of these items, please let Ms. Pearl
Cole, Director of Abraham’s Tent, know, or if you need further
information, call her at 439-9330.

People are needed to bring a covered-dish for the evening re-
ception following the Pontifical High Mass on December 28th.
Approximately 150 people will be attending, so if you can help,
please call GiGii Gruspier at 478-6707 and let her know what
you can bring and to find out when/where to drop it off. If you
need to drop it off earlier, you may bring it to the church office
during office hours,..8:30-12:00 A.M. and 1:00-4:30 P.M. Be
sure to label the contents.
ENEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED!
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Saint Henry’s Catholic
Church, Monday, December 12th: Serenade Time: 5:15 P.M;
Mass Time: 6:30 P.M. Dinner will follow Mass in the St. Henry
Community Center—1021 Eighth Avenue.
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

WELCOME!!

It is our pleasure to welcome
The Shannon and Laura Ezell Family
to our Cathedral Faith Community

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




, SATURDAY, December 10...(4:00)—- Gladys
A W JS and Delma Devillier; Joseph A. &

LI MASS\Y | Louise Bertrand and Gerald Simmons;
INTENTIONS David Lawrence Crockett; Laxsa
Prejean; Dunham & Kathryn P. Smith

SUNDAY, December 11...(7:30)—"Pro Populo (For the
People)

(9:30)—-Monsignor Wayne Richard; Kathy
Coleman; Augustus Mayo; Leonard Richard;
Xavier Perez; Joseph Victoria; Mary Louise Niel
(11:15)—-Billy Navarre
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Jesse Robert
“Bob” Navarro.

MONDAY, December 12...(12:05)—Dr. Tommy White.
(5:30 P.M., Extraordinary Form)— Claudia Barbe McMahon.

TUESDAY, December 13..(12:05)—Lauren Prejean.
WEDNESDAY, December 14...(12:05)-Paul Burke, Jr.
THURSDAY, December 15... (12:05)—Andrea White (living).
FRIDAY, December 16...(12:05)— Louis Yonich.

SATURDAY, December 17...(4:00)—-Dorothy & Herman
Rabert; Mike Conklin (living); William Wadsack;
Hidalgo & Fazzio Families

SUNDAY, December 18...(7:30)—-"Pro Populo”
(For the People)
( 9:30)—-Cookie White (living); Enola Lantier;
Catherine Navarra; Albert “Rabbit” Manuel, Edna,
Sidney and J.H. Broussard; Peggy Hardy Carlson
(11:15)—-Kelly White Allain (living); Dr. Chick
White
(5:00 P.M., Extraordinary Form)—-Billie Mary

Chavanne
Jogefofofofofotofofofofofofofofoiofotofojotofoieted

GLAD TIDINGS...Sunday, December 18—Bishop Glen John
Provost reads the Gospel of the day from St. Matthew (1:18
-24) and speaks of the importance of the scripture to the
faithful. The news segment brings you stories from the
diocese, the region, the state and the world. In the second
half hour, on Catholic Life Today, Deacon George Carr talks
with Nicole Galvan about the three Fellowship of Catholic
University students doing Catholic ministry among stu-
dents at McNeese State University.

(Remember, you can also see the program by clicking the
Glad Tidings link under the Resources tab at
www.lcdiocese.org).

HENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

COMING UP!! Respect Life Banquet will be held at the
Lake Charles Civic Center, January 17, 2017. Doors open
and silent auction—-6:00 P.M. Dr. Jennifer Roback Morse
will be the guest speaker. Tickets are $50.00 per person;
call L.C. Diocese at 329-7400 ext. 317; Icdiocese.org; or
rachels.vineyard@lcdiocese.org.
AEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

Remember to pray for our veterans and for those
serving in the armed forces and their families.
pXaS EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE




=)/ READINGS FOR THE WEEK
December 12—-18, 2016

Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-64a,
10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19; Lk 1:26-38 or
Lk 1:39-47,
or any readings from the Common of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-
712

Tuesday:  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-
19,23; Mt 21:28-32

Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps 85:9ab,
10-14; Lk 7:18b-23

Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a, 13b;
Lk 7:24-30

Friday: Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;
Jn 5:33-36

Saturday:  Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8, 17,
Mt 1:1-17
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7,
Mt 1:18-24

/ Pray For Our Friends Who Are Il
'/ Megan Allen; Sam Ange, Jr; Steven Scott Ardoin;
7 Candice Ashford; Brian Babineaux; Mary Baker;
Alysa Barrett; Philip Bell; Gloria Bennett; Charles
~ Benoit; Emily & Rusty Benoit; Buddy Bertrand,;
Randy Biagas; Robert Blanchard; Shirley Bonin;
Agnes Breaux; Heath Breaux; Clifton “T-Boy” Breaux; Hubert Broussard;
Jennifer Broussard; Jim Brown; Doug Burguieres; Luke Burnham; Emily
Carlton; Kirk Carlin; Jeff Chaisson; Betty Chaisson; Brian Chase; Harry
Chesson; Brian Chase; Hagan Brice Cole; Cohen Cole; Pearl Collins;
Mike Conklin; John L. Conner; Claude Conner; Jodi Conner; William
Corbett; Annie Cormier; Karen Berry Crawford; B.J. Cruz; Debbie Cur-
lee; Sydnie Dailey; Julie Davis; Chad Delahoussaye; Hubert Delome;
Sam Desontos; Ernie Dimaline; Irene Ducharme; Buddy Ducote;
George Duhon: Shirley Duhon; Claudia Dyle; Charles Elter; Dee EIl-
ter; Davis Charles Elter; Jan Eustamante; Julie Farque; Jason
Fontenot; Julie Percle Fontenot; Tucker Fontenot; Phil & Philip Fontenot;
David Fontenot; Paige Ford; Camille France; David Fruge; ; Brooklyn
Hebert; Hadlee Henry; Terry Ray Glasglow; Mary Elise Gosselin; Regina
Gray; John Green; Luitgard Gretz; Bertha Guillory; Valerie B & Ernie
Harvill; Joanne Heard; Bill Hebert; Patricia Hebert; Brandon Henley;
Hilda Henry; Dolores Hodges; Karson Hoffpauir; Cynthia House;
Daniel Hudspeth:Dennis Hughes; Jessica Hulin; Jeff Hunsicker; Perry
Hunsicker; Paula Russell Jacob; Mary Jeffers; Hayden Jones; Kathy &
Gerald Jones; Michael Jones; Harry Jouette; Emily Judice; Bernard
Kadulbar; Paula Kanesaw; John Knight; Chris Stemmann; Warren
Thomas; Mr. & Mrs. L.C. Howard; Aubrianna Johnson; Darrell Jones;
Carol Kershaw; Kelly Langley; ; Vivian Langley; John M. Langley II;
Della Lemaire; Dale Lutgring; Tommy Martinez; John Lavern; Anthony
LeBato; Glinda LeBlanc; Jennie LeBouef; Rosalie LeDoux; Emma
Leger; Charles Leggio; Beth Loftin; Melanie Lupo; Amanda Martin;
Bertha Martinez; Mary Matthews; Kathy Carter McBride; Julia Mere;
Jason Miller; Robbie Morgan; Joseph Morris; Matthew Lucas; Angelique
Nathan; Lois Neveu; Fred Nodier; Dorothy Orsot; Lucas Orsot; Alexa
Owen; Joe Pappion Family; Larry Parker; Mike Parker; Sue Parker;
Tommy Passman; Wilma Pawlowski; Phyllis Penning; Joan Peluso;
Alexis and Jackson Pousson; Sheila Pousson; Frances Prejean; Lena
Roush; Barry Reed; Jody Richard; Jim Ricklefsen; Judy Rogers; Wes
Rollo: David Ross, Jr.; Stacey Rougeau; Felica Saer; Quinten Savoie;
Collette Schindler; Martha Schnauder; Cammie Shaddock; Christian
Skrnich; Martha Shively; Mark Schram; Michael Scimemi; Sandy
Smith; Mary St.Romain;Ashley Wheat Sipes; LaVona Taylor; Lyndon
Thomas Simien; Lorena Stutes; Stephanie Houssiere Sucre; Lisa
Sullivan; Ona Thacker; Margaret Thompson; Bobby & Maxine Tupper;
Carmen Varela; Gwendolyn Veazey; Charles Viccellio; Isabelle Waller;
Ed Watson; Arvel West; Daniel Whittington; Mary Wiltz; Curtis Wil-
liams; Sue Williams; John Young; Matthew Young; Debra Willard




